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a strong and warlike tribe living in the midst of a tropical
and fertile garden. Alas for the disillusionments of youth's
dreams: by the time Jack rode through the valley of Hapaa
it had become an untenanted, howling, tropical wilderness,
with the few Marquesans who had escaped the ravages of the
diseases brought in by the " inevitable white man" dying in
their wretched huts of galloping consumption. He wrote a
heartbroken article about the extinction of this glorious
race, which he named, in deference to Melville, "Typee."

" All the strength and beauty has departed, and the valley
of Typee is the abode of some dozen wretched creatures
afflicted by leprosy, elephantiasis and tuberculosis. Life has
rotted away in this wonderful garden spot."

After twelve colourful days in the Marquesas, during
which he hunted wild goats, and witnessed native festivals,
dances, and feasts, he hoisted anchor and sailed through the
Paumotan Islands for Tahiti, where he was to pick up his
mail. Here he learned that the Snark had once again been
given up for lost, that the San Francisco sailors were recalling
their prophecies that she was badly planned and badly rigged.
Many of the papers ran stories of genuine regret over the
loss of so able a young writer; others accused him of staying
lost merely to get publicity, and one editorial even charged
him with employing a very clever press agent who had
secured for him free advertising worth more than the cost
of the boat.

Though he had been gone only eight months, an
examination of the many boxes of accumulated mail
showed him that when the master is away his affairs soon
fall into chaos. The Oakland bank, convinced that he was
on the bottom of the South Pacific, had foreclosed the
mortgage on Flora's house. A number of cheques he had
issued in Hilo, totaling $800, had been returned by another
Oakland bank marked "Not sufficient funds,5' causing an
uproar in the press.

When Jack left Glen Ellen he had given Ninetta Eames
his power of attorney and made her his agent and business
manager. She had set her own salary at $10 a month, which